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Cervical Cancer in Europe - Impact and management
 Work in progress

Incidence & mortality

IARC GLOBOCAN database 2002
Available at 
http://www-dep.iarc.fr/globocan/database.htm 
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to an unrestricted educational grant by GSK.
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References available on www.ecca.info

Crude mortality rates**
 all ages per 100,000 persons per year

Sweden has organised cervical 
screening programmes that are 
implemented at the county level. 
Screening coverage varies from 
61% to 90% between counties.

Four departments in 
France have organised 
screening programmes 
that together cover 
about 5% of the women 
eligible for screening. 

A regional pilot 
programme for HPV 
vaccination began in 
Austria in May 2007.

A national organised cervical 
screening programme was started 
in 2006 with a 5-year screening 
interval for all women aged 
30-59. It is too early to calculate 
coverage rates.

Screening is offered 
opportunistically but 
coverage of the eligible 
population is low because 
of a lack of awareness 
stemming from insuf- 
ficient public health 
education. 

Poland is in the process of 
implementing a national 
organised cervical screening 
programme although 
participation is hampered 
by low public awareness of 
cervical cancer combined 
with the logistical difficulties 
of providing cost-effective 
services in rural areas.

The government has an-
nounced it will implement 
a national HPV vaccination 
program in 2009. 

Romania has no nationally organised 
cervical screening programme and has 
limited availability of opportunistic 
screening (56,500 cervical cancer 
screening testes were carried out in 
2006, for an eligible female population 
of approximately 7.5 million).  
Romania has the highest cervical cancer 
incidence and mortality rates* in the EU.

Opportunistic screening is estimated to 
reach only 15% of the women who are 
eligible for screening and this is centred 
on large cities.

Opportunistic screening is estimated to 
reach only about 20% of the eligible 
population.

A national organised cer-
vical screening program 
was implemented starting 
in 2003 with the objective 
of providing all women 
aged 20-64 with a Pap 
smear once in every three 
years. Current estimates 
are that this objective has 
been met for 70% of 
women in the target age 
range.

All Czech women are entitled to an annual pre-
ventative gynaecological examination although 
screening coverage is estimated to be less than 
50%. The Czech Republic has cervical cancer inci-
dence and mortality rates that are among the 
highest in Europe at 19.2 and 7.6 respectively.

All women in Latvia are 
entitled to have a Pap 
smear free of charge. 
However, uptake is low 
due to a lack of aware-
ness and insufficient 
public health education.

The UK has a national organised 
screening programme that covers 
approximately 80% of the target 
population and has reduced cervical 
cancer rates by 75%. Vaccination of 
girls aged 12-13 will begin in schools 
in September 2008

The government has an-
nounced the implementation 
of a national organised 
cervical screening programme 
to be rolled-out from 2008.

Germany was the first 
EU country to authorise 
full reimbursement for 
HPV vaccination in 2007.

Italy has continued with 
the implementation of 
regional organised cervical 
screening programmes 
that now cover about 85% 
of the eligible population.

74% of women aged between 
40 and 45 years and 30% of 
women between 66 and 70 years 
old have been screened once 
within the previous 3 years. 
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Examples of progress and challenges in cervical cancer in Europe Screening & vaccination status

* Crude incidence rates show how many new cervical cancer cases (incident cases) arise per 100,000 persons per year in a country, taking into  
 account its specific demographic structure. 
** Crude mortality rates show how many deaths by cervical cancer occur per 100,000 persons per year in a country taking into account its   
 specific demographic structure.
*** All age groups refer to women.

In the absence of an organised 
screening programme, opportun- 
istic screening is estimated to 
reach about 59% of women aged 
25-64 years who are screened at 
least once every three years.

Finland was the first European 
country to have an organised 
screening programme and this 
was launched in the 1960s. As a 
result of this programme, Finland 
also has the lowest cervical cancer 
incidence rates* in the EU.

Malta has the second lowest 
cervical cancer incidence rate 
and the lowest mortality rate** 
in the EU.

Austria YES NO 20+ Under consid. 9-17  17-26

Belgium YES Planned 25-64 Foreseen: 2008 10-13 14-15

Bulgaria NO NO  Foreseen: 2010 

Czech Rep. YES Planned  NO 

Cyprus   NO 25-65 Under consid.  

Denmark YES YES 23-59 Foreseen: 2009 12  13-15

Estonia YES YES 30-59 Under consid.  

Finland YES YES 30-60 NO 

France YES In some regions 20-65 NO 14 15-23

Germany YES NO 20+ NO 12-17 

Greece NO NO 20-65 Decided: 2008  13-15 15-26 

Hungary YES YES 25-65 NO 12-14 14+ 

Ireland NO Planned 25-60 Under consid. 

Italy YES In some regions 25-64 Decided: 2008 12

Latvia YES Planned 25-70 Under consid. 

Lithuania YES NO 30-60 NO 11-13  14-26 

Luxembourg YES Planned 15+ Foreseen: 2008 11-12  13-18

Malta YES NO  NO  

Netherlands YES YES 30-60 Under consid. 12

Poland YES NO 30-59 NO  

Portugal YES In some regions 20-64 Decided: 2008 12-16

Romania YES In some regions  25-69 Under consid. 11 or 12 13-16 

Slovakia     25-64 Foreseen: 2008 11-12 16-26

Slovenia  YES YES 20-64 Decided: 2008 12-14 

Spain NO In some regions 25-65 YES 11-14

Sweden YES YES 23-60 NO  

UK   YES 20-64 Decided: 2008 12-13 14-18 
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